INTRODUCTION
Rootstocks were originally used in Europe to protect the vine against the phyllorexa attack, but they have also assumed the role as mediators between the pedoclimatic characteristics and varietal characteristics. ltalia is a very important table grape cultivar in Spain and ltaly. The grapes have a Muscat flavour that has been found to be due mainly to monoterpene compounds (DIAZ, 1979 ; GUNATA et al., 1985) . The importance of the terpenoid fraction in the aromatic composition of Muscat grapes in now widely accepted.
Although the synthesis of these compounds within the berry is genetically controlled, it is also influenced by environmental conditions, soil and viticultural practices. In this way, SINTON et al. (1978) found a significant correlation between yield and aromatic intensity of Zinfandel wines, CORINO and DI STEFANO (1984) obtained a positive effect with short pruning as against long pruning, SCHUBERT et al. (1987) stated the influence of active limestone content of the soil on the terpene concentration of Muscat blanc, REYNOLDS and WARDLE found in 1989 that fully sun exposed berries of Gewürztraminer had larger quantities of volatile terpenes and the basalleaf removal also improved volatile terpenes.
The studies of TORRES (1982) showed a better terpene synthesis in Muscat blanc and Muscat of Alexandria when grown on 11 D-R rootstock than on 99-R due to a better resistance of 11 Q-R to dryness and the promotion of late maturation.
The levels of total volatile compounds and monoterpene levels of ltalia grapes grafted onto eight rootstocks as weil as yield, soluble solids, berry weight and cluster weight have been studied one year to determine if there is any difference in the aromatic composition of the berries.
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